[Contributions and limits of the diagnosis of human African trypanosomiasis].
Human African trypanosomiasis, or sleeping sickness, is still a worrying problem in Africa. Sleeping sickness is a disease for which a systematic monitoring is necessary, particularly for the trypanosomiasis caused by Trypanosoma brucei gambiense, which is characterized by a long asymptomatic stage. In the absence of specific clinical signs, mass screening of populations remains the only way to control the disease and to avoid its spreading. The lack of sensitivity and specificity of the diagnosis tests classically used led to the development of molecular tools. PCR amplification of parasite specific sequences has considerably improved the diagnostic of the parasitic infection, the stage diagnosis as well as the post-therapeutic follow-up. But there are limits with a use in routine and research is still necessary to make PCR a real tool for control of sleeping sickness.